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Monday, February 20, 2017

Dear Friends and Colleagues,

I've just launched a GoFundMe campaign to help me complete (and win) the final 
phase of my federal case currently in the US 4th Circuit Court of Appeals. While 
the details are on the campaign page, in brief I am suing the NC Medical Board 
and the NC Physicians Health Program for denial of due process and intentional 
derailment of my career with resultant harm to patients.

https://www.gofundme.com/coalition-for-physician-rights-2w6589v8


As you may know, since blowing the whistle on deficient mental health care of 
active-duty service members in 2009 and getting dramatically terminated (with 
armed MP escort no less) and then having my medical career derailed under 
extraordinarily suspect circumstances, it’s been an exceedingly challenging 
journey, especially psychologically and financially. 

Please take a moment to visit my GoFundMe page where there’s more detail 
about my whistleblowing and the ensuing Kafkaesque nightmare.
As you’ll clearly see, my ‘David and Goliath’ battle is not just about my case. It's 
about all physicians and licensed healthcare professionals dealing with way-too-
powerful licensing boards and entirely non-overseen interest-conflicted 
“Physician Health Programs.” And perhaps even more importantly, it about all the 
patients who rely upon them for care. These agencies knowingly acted in marked 
violation of my due process rights and their wrongful actions not only intentionally 
derailed my career, they directly harmed my patients, with one dying by suicide 
directly as a result of their unwarranted interruption of care. 

I believe there are times in our lives where we simply can’t step away from the 
challenge placed in front of us. I did that in confronting dangerously deficient 
mental health care of post-combat Marines and Sailors seeking help with PTSD 
at Camp Lejeune. And due to the ensuing retaliatory career sabotage, I was 
compelled to do that to challenge the unwarranted interruption of my career. 
Because I’ve learned that if you don’t challenge these abuses of power, these 
agencies will continue to harm others with impunity.

By my suit, I am directly confronting their combined abuses of power and am 
taking a definitive public stand on behalf of all physicians against unwarranted 
governmental intrusion into patient care. Toward that end, I intend to start a 
national effort – the Coalition for Physician Advocacy – to help physicians 
throughout the country confront this systematic abuse of power. But first, I must 
find a way to proceed with my case and prevail. And that requires immediate 
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financial support. Being pretty independent throughout my career, it’s of course 
awkward coming to that point where you simply have to reach out and ask 
friends and colleagues for support. But the reality is that I have depleted all my 
resources and have no more funds available.

While I hope that I’ll obtain a favorable judgment and fair compensation for the 
harms caused, I am also hoping that my suit will encourage others to come 
forward and fight for their rights. If I prevail, that will inevitably happen and the 
system will necessarily change.

I hope you’ll take a moment to visit my GoFundMe page and that you’ll find my 
outreach worthy of your attention and support.

https://www.gofundme.com/coalition-for-physician-rights-2w6589v8


With heartfelt appreciation,

Kernan Manion, MD

p.s.  If you happen to know other physicians who’ve been similarly entangled, 
please pass along my GoFundMe appeal and let them know I’m happy to serve 
as a resource to them whether they’re in North Carolina or any other state. Feel 
free to pass along this email and my contact info.
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